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Statement of intent: Mobile Phone-Free School Environment 

In line with the Department for Education’s non-statutory guidance (February 2024, updated January 

2026), Aston Rowant C of E Primary School is a mobile phone-free environment by default. The 

guidance makes clear that schools should prohibit the use of mobile phones and other smart technology 

with similar functionality during the school day, including break and lunchtimes, and that any departure 

from this should be by exception only. This approach is essential in promoting pupils’ wellbeing, 

safeguarding, and positive behaviour, and in ensuring that learning time is protected from unnecessary 

distraction. A mobile phone-free environment supports healthy social interaction, reduces the risk of 

online harm or misuse of technology, and helps children to develop independence, resilience and focus.  

Any limited permission for pupils to bring mobile phones or smart technology into school is therefore 

carefully considered, tightly controlled, and granted only where there is a clear and demonstrable need, 

in line with this policy (see Appendix 1).    

If it has been agreed in advance that a mobile phone is required for the journey to and from school, it 

must be switched off and handed to the class teacher on entry into school and will not be allowed to be 

used during the school day.    

   

Smart Watches with camera facilities and independent access to the internet must also be switched off 

and handed to the teacher and will not be allowed to be used during the school day.   Smart Watches 

without independent connectivity and cameras may be worn providing they are being used as normal 

watches and for no other function beyond telling the time.   

   

Any child found to be inappropriately using a mobile phone or Smart Watch will have their device 

confiscated and kept by the school until appropriate arrangements can be made for the collection of 

device by a parent/carer. The child will not be able to bring any mobile device into school from this 

point and will be dealt with in accordance with the school Behaviour Policy.    

   

Under no circumstances should a mobile phone or Smart Watch be used by children to record still or 

video images, or to record audio whilst on the school premises.    

   

Parents/Carers who need to contact their child in the case of an emergency should always do so by 

phoning the school office.   
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Device /Mobile Phone /Smart Watch Policy Appendix 1  
  

I am writing to request permission for my child to bring the following devices into school:   

   

Mobile phone                         Smart Watch     

  

I have read and understood the Mobile Phone/Device/Smart Watch Policy regarding children bringing a 

mobile phone or Smart Watch to school and accept the conditions within.     

  

• Mobile phones or Smart Watches, where brought to school, will be the sole responsibility of the 
child concerned and the school will accept no responsibility for any subsequent damage or loss.    

  

• Mobile phones must be switched off and handed to the class teacher on entry into school and 

will not be allowed to be used during the school day.    

  

• Smart Watches with camera facilities and independent access to the internet must also be 

switched off and handed to the teacher and will not be allowed to be used during the school day.    

  

• Smart Watches without independent connectivity and cameras may be worn providing they are 

being used as normal watches and for no other function beyond telling the time.   

  

• Any child found to be inappropriately using a mobile phone or Smart Watch will have their 

device confiscated and kept by the school until appropriate arrangements can be made for the 

collection of device by a parent/carer. The child will not be able to bring any mobile device into 

school from this point and will be dealt with in accordance with the school Behaviour Policy.    

  

• Under no circumstances should a mobile phone or Smart Watch be used by children to record 

still or video images, or to record audio whilst on the school premises.    

  

   

I have explained the above rules regarding mobile phones and Smart Watches to my child.   

  

If I need to contact my child in the case of an emergency I will always do so by phoning the school office.   

     

Child’s Name:  _____________________________________________          Year:  ____________   

   

Adult Signature:  ___________________________________________        Date:  ____________   

   

Print Name:  _______________________________________________   

   

Relationship to Child:  ______________________________________   

   

Child’s Signature:  _________________________________________        Date:  ____________   

  

    

  


