Owl Class World War Il Day

Key Stage 2 Enrichment Experience

Owl Class stepped back in time for a highly immersive and memorable World War Il Day, designed to deepen pupils’ historical
understanding and bring their learning to life in a meaningful and engaging way. The day provided rich opportunities for children
to explore key events, experiences and perspectives from the Second World War, building knowledge, empathy and critical
thinking.

Bringing History to Life

The classroom was transformed as pupils arrived dressed in carefully prepared World War |l-themed costumes. These helped
create an authentic atmosphere and allowed children to feel connected to the period they were studying. Thank you to families
for their support - it played a vital role in enabling full immersion.

Throughout the day, pupils engaged with a wide range of historical content, linking prior learning to new knowledge and
developing a secure chronological understanding of the period. Children prepared and delivered presentations on aspects of
World War I, confidently sharing their research with peers and responding thoughtfully to questions. This supported both
subject knowledge and oracy skills.

Experiencing Life as an Evacuee

A key focus of the day was helping pupils understand the human experience of war. Children took part in role-play activities
imagining life as evacuees, considering what it might have felt like to leave home, family and familiar surroundings. Through
discussion and reflection, pupils explored themes of uncertainty, resilience and courage, developing empathy and emotional
literacy alongside historical knowledge.

Listening, Observing and Reflecting

Pupils listened intently to original wartime radio broadcasts, including Neville Chamberlain’s declaration of war. This
powerful experience helped children appreciate the impact of world events on ordinary people and understand the role of
communication during the war. The children showed excellent concentration and respect, recognising the significance of what
they were hearing.

They also explored Anderson shelters, learning about how families attempted to stay safe during air raids, and examined ration
books, discussing how shortages affected daily life. These practical examples helped pupils understand how the war influenced
food, family routines and community life.

Understanding Roles and Responsibilities

The day also focused on the contributions of different groups during the war. Children learned about servicemen and women,
discussing bravery, sacrifice and duty, and explored the vital role of Land Girls in supporting food production on the Home
Front. These discussions helped pupils to recognise the collective effort involved in wartime Britain and the importance of every
individual’s contribution.

Behaviour, Attitudes and Engagement
Throughout the day, pupils demonstrated exemplary behaviour and attitudes to learning. They showed:
e  Excellent focus and listening
o Respect for one another during discussion and role-play
e  Enthusiasm and curiosity
e  Pride in their learning and presentations

The immersive nature of the day motivated pupils and supported sustained engagement, enabling learning to be both enjoyable
and impactful.

A Meaningful Enrichment Experience

World War Il Day gave Owl Class the opportunity to move beyond textbooks and experience history in a vivid and memorable
way. Through presentation, drama, discussion and first-hand sources, pupils developed a deeper understanding of the past and
its relevance to people’s lives. The day supported both academic learning and wider personal development, ensuring children left
with knowledge they will retain and reflect upon in the future.

It was a powerful example of high-quality enrichment complementing classroom teaching - and a day Owl Class will remember.
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