Expressive Arts and Design:
The children will be exploring Indian Music and dance through the BBC series on Rama and Sita. We will be learning about traditional Indian instruments and listening to a range of modern and traditional Indian music. 
We will be making Rangoli patterns from rice and coloured sand as well as using clay to create Diva lamps. Finally we will look at Mendi (Indian hand designs) and having a go at creating our own. 
Understanding the world
We will be carrying out lots of child led investigations in our play. The children will be encouraged to explore the concepts of light and colour through the festival of Diwali. We will look at reflective materials and be making light catchers based on our findings. The children have chosen to explore forces by making cars move in different ways. We will learn about the historical figure Mahatma Ghandi
 
 Maths:
In Maths this half term, we will be exploring numbers to 20 and beyond. Practicing order and counting 2-digit numbers as well as concepts and patterns within these numbers. We will  also look at sharing and grouping and begin to consolidate our understanding  and recall of addition and subtraction number facts. 

We will briefly look at 2D and 3D shapes and rotation. 

The children will be able to compare simple measures of length, mass, capacity and time. 



India 

Physical Development: 
In Our physical develop we will be developing and refining our handwriting style. We will focus on sitting position and pencil grips when writing. In P.E. we will continue to develop our gross motor skills focusing on ball skills. We will be discussing the changes that happen when we are active and how to keep our bodies healthy. The children will be using small tools with increasing control in order to manipulate clay for their diva lamps and paint intricate Indian hand designs called Mendi.

Spiritual Development
This term our value is Harmony. We will be looking in our class worship at what the word harmony means to us and how we can encourage harmony in the world as well as nurture it in ourselves. In circles times we will be looking at the Bible verse: “Do unto others as you want them to do to you” Luke 6:31 and how we can live out this truth in our everyday actions. 


Literacy
In Literacy, the children will explore Stories from other cultures including the story of “Rama and Sita”. They will be encouraged to write their own creative stories and consider different characters and plot lines. The children will be encouraged to retell narratives using the Stage-area and the provided masks and costumes. 

We will also use non-fiction books to learn about India and Diwali. We will look at the features of non-fiction texts and make our own class books including some of the features. We will be able to distinguish the difference between fiction and non-fiction.  






 Communication and Language:
Communication and language will focus on developing the children’s listening and speaking skills through show and tell.  Through ‘Explorify’ we will be focusing on asking how and why questions in order to develop the children’s independent thinking skills. They will develop listening skills through reading a class chapter book at the end of the day.

Personal,Social and Emotional Development:
The children will be developing their concentration skills ready for year 1 through play and discussing the concept of perseverance. 



How can I help at home:
· Practice the sounds and/or tricky words sent home with the reading books.
· Find India on a world map and discuss the differences in culture, watch age appropriate programs about India and discuss them with your child.
· Encourage your child to write for different purposes eg: writing about a family trip, making a shopping list, writing birthday cards etc. 
· Listen to audio stories or relatives telling about their past. Encourage your child to ask lots of questions and praise their responses to your questions. 



Possible enrichment activities:
·  Trip to the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford to look at Indian artefacts and complete an interactive workshop on ‘Puppets and Stories’
· Tasting different Indian foods. Please ensure we have any allergies updated in our records. 



 Stimulus (inside classroom)
Role-play area decided and created by the children (Possible old house or castle?)
      Exhibition of Learning – Opportunities for Parents to be involved
· Art Exhibition of Children’s illustrations and sketch books/Castles
· Dress up day with a medieval supper? 
Costumes/Props/Misc:
· Props and costumes for children to dress up as part of the stories. 
· See continuous provision

